
School is in session, but third graders at 
Danbury Elementary School (DES) 

aren’t in the classroom today. With warm 
sunshine overhead and several feet of snow 
on the ground, they are outside hunt-
ing for animal tracks with “Ms. Mirka.” 
With handmade track viewers, they scan 
the snow, crowing with excitement over 
every suspicious divot as they imagine 
lumbering bears and herds of deer pass-
ing through their playground.

Several times a month, NLRA Educa-
tion and Outreach Manager Dr. Mirka 
Zapletal draws from her background in 
teaching, her love of science, and her work 
in conservation to collaborate with DES 
teacher Deirdre Conway, bringing hands-
on ecology to Deirdre’s third graders. 

Research shows that time outside in 
nature is good for us on many levels. It 
lowers stress hormones, improves moods, 
and strengthens immune systems. Stu-
dents who spend time in nature can focus 
longer, test better, and even have healthier 
peer relationships. It also provides the 
foundation for conservation by forging a 
strong, meaningful connection to the local 
environment.

“First-hand experience with science 
and conservation is so powerful,” says 
Mirka. “When you do the work yourself 
and experience interconnected relation- Continued on p. 15

ships in your ecosystem, you start to see 
how you belong in the space. Every one of 
these students is engaged in very real sci-
entific exploration that helps them think 
about their roles as both scientists and 
community members.” 

Bringing Science Outside
Conservation begins with the under-

standing that there is value in the natural 
world and we all have a place in it. For 
DES third graders, NLRA is building that 
relationship through field ecology. They 

have examined and diagramed their local 
food webs, identified animal tracks, and 
even embarked on a multi-year project 
studying tree growth. After Mirka’s lessons 
in local biodiversity, Deirdre saw her class 
viewing the world with new knowledge 
and appreciation. 

“Students often report that they have 
seen specific wildlife at home or tracks in 
the snow,” she explains. “Out at recess, I 
have been taken by the hand to go over to 
the edge of the woods to look at squirrel 
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Moving Outside: Science and 
Students Beyond the Classroom

Danbury Elementary third graders worked with NLRA this school year, exploring 
their local environment to engage with science and conservation.
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It’s a treat for me to get out in the field. In 
March I led a winter tree identification 

walk at Grey Rocks, connecting with com-
munity members as we inspected the lenti-
cels of grey birches and the vibrant buds of 
red maples. The dormant winter landscape 
holds a special beauty, and, when you look 
closely, you can see its incredible potential 
for growth. This time spent in the forests 
and along the trails of Grey Rocks with 
people who share my love for this space 
inspires my enthusiasm for what is in store.

NLRA is continuing to shape Grey Rocks 
to serve the needs of the Newfound commu-
nity. As part of the next phase of growth, we’re 

Spring has clearly arrived after a short 
and unusual winter. The December 23 

storm taught us the impact of stormwater 
on Newfound Lake, but also showed how 
resilient it is. The NLRA doesn’t wait for 
bad things to happen, however. This win-
ter has seen events for groups ranging from 
elementary school students to older adults, 
helping us all understand our watershed. 
And it’s that understanding that will lead 
us all to better care for our lake. One of 
the things that most excites me about our 

Grey Rocks project is how it will expand 
our educational abilities to ensure that 
care and protection in the future. We’re 
creating new opportunities all the time, 
so please join us throughout this spring 
and summer!

	
	
	 Edward McNierney
	 NLRA President

 

designing a conservation center and property 
improvements that enhance and support all of 
our important work: water quality monitor-
ing, invasive plant management, stormwater 
protection, land conservation, and, of course, 
all our educational programs.

The upcoming seasons are bursting with 
potential, and I look forward to working with 
you to advance our vision of a healthy water-
shed and vibrant community for the future.

Rebecca Hanson
NLRA Executive Director

Grey Rocks Forest Inventory 
After paddling up the Cockermouth 

River, Plymouth State University 
student Bryce Foss beaches his canoe in 
a remote section of Grey Rocks Conser-
vation Area. Armed with a surveying tape 
measure, guidebook, and a pocket full of 
aluminum tree tags, he dodges through 
the undergrowth to the base of a massive, 
multi-trunked silver maple. He loops the 
survey tape tight around the foremost trunk 
and hammers in a tag, marking the maple 
as #016. Measuring each of the tree’s ten 
trunks, he calls out their diameters to volun-
teer Tom McShane, standing by with clip-
board in hand—silver maple #016 measures 
just shy of seven feet in diameter.

Grey Rocks is home to one of New Hamp-
shire’s rarest forest types, the imperiled silver 
maple floodplain forest. This diverse plant 
community has evolved to cope with seasonal 
flooding brought by the river. Silver maples 
send their roots deep into nutrient rich soils, 
stabilizing stream banks and acting as a key-
stone species on which hundreds of other 
plants and animals depend. Regionally, the 
richness of floodplain soils has led to many 
of these important forests being converted 
to agriculture, while others are diminished by 
development or permanently flooded by the 
construction of dams. 

With NLRA’s Conservation Program 
Manager Paul Pellissier, Bryce and Tom 
continue systematically, recording the size, 
species, and location of trees in each of the 
three forest types found at Grey Rocks. 
This is the property’s first forest inventory. 
Along with the silver maple floodplain for-
est, they measure, mark, and record their 
way through red maple-red oak transitional 
forest and early successional grey birch for-
est. Their work provides the basis to moni-
tor the health of the forests at Grey Rocks, 
which provide habitat for over 400 species 
of plants, animals, and fungi.

Forest inventories are more than an as-
sessment of current forest health. They also 
inform our understanding of how forests 

change over time and provide insight into the 
interconnected role trees play in the ecosys-
tem, from supporting wildlife to protecting 
water quality. As part of his senior practicum 
project, Bryce established five long-term for-
est inventory plots at Grey Rocks that will 
be regularly remeasured, telling the story 
of each forest type as it responds to future 
flooding, droughts, and ongoing restoration 
efforts at the property.

Working with NLRA Education and 
Outreach Manager Dr. Mirka Zapletal, 

Members of the Newfound community joined NLRA in learning more about the forest 
types at Grey Rocks and how each forest functions.

PSU student Bryce Foss worked with 
NLRA staff and volunteers to establish 
five long-term forest inventory plots 
across Grey Rocks Conservation Area.

Bryce expanded on his forest research by 
leading community programming centered 
around the important functions that forests 
perform. He inventoried trees on school 
grounds with third graders at the Dan-
bury Elementary School, led a guided walk 
through each forest type of Grey Rocks, 
and measured Bristol’s urban trees with the 
Tapply-Thompson Community Center’s 
after school program. This outreach work 
connects people of all ages to the study of 
trees, fostering understanding and a sense 
of stewardship for Newfound’s natural 
resources.

Grey Rocks is a dynamic, ever-evolving 
ecosystem. Bryce’s inventory plots provide 
deeper insight into its past, present, and 
future. With 88% of the Newfound Lake 
Watershed covered by trees, his work also 
translates into a greater understanding of 
the larger watershed. Healthy forests keep 
water clean. Establishing long-term moni-
toring of the forests of Grey Rocks helps 
us ensure a healthy lake and watershed into 
the future. Explore the forest ecosystems 
of Grey Rocks by following one of the 
established trails. Find a trail map at the 
on-site kiosk or visit NewfoundLake.org/
GreyRocks to learn more.

Newfound Lake Region Association
10 N. Main St., Unit 1, Bristol, NH 03222  (603) 744-8689  NewfoundLake.org, info@NewfoundLake.org

The Newfound Lake Region Association’s mission is to protect Newfound Lake and its watershed. 
The Association – through education, programs, and collaboration – promotes conservation and 
preservation of the region’s natural, social, and economic resources.

Officers – 	President: Ed McNierney; Treasurer: Jim Fitts; Secretary: Val Scarborough 
Trustees – Jen Berry, Kathy Bird, Joe Boyer, Bill Brady, Parker Griffin,  
	 Andrea LaMoreaux, Bob Martens, Steve McMahon, Rob Moore, Rob Pinsonneault,  
	 Carole Tremonti, Martha Twombly, Greg Wagner, Ken Weidman
Staff – 	 Executive Director: Rebecca Hanson; Conservation Program Manager: Paul Pellissier;  
	 Development and Communications Manager: Audrey West; Education and Outreach 
	 Manager: Mirka Zapletal; Relationship Strategy Coordinator: Mario Capozzoli
Monitor Design & Layout: Carolyn Isaak

President’s Message

From the Executive Director
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What an amazing year for volunteerism in the Newfound Watershed! Volun-
teers support our mission to protect Newfound on every front – from boots-
on-the-ground conservation work to administrative support and organization-
al leadership. Do you know any of our volunteers? Please thank them for their 
valuable service to the watershed!

Mika Austin
Karen Bemis
Jen Berry
Dick Beyer
Kathy Bird
Karen Boyd
Joe Boyer
Bill Brady
Vin Broderick
Rain Burns
Marcia Butman
Craig Cadieux
Tony Canzano
Gail Casey
Jan Collins
Herb D’Arcy
Rosemary D’Arcy
Paul DeBassio
Wayne DeCotis
Jim Fitts
Chris Fontenot
Grace Freije
Coleen French
Beth Geever
Jack Giller

Three Cheers for Volunteers
 

2022 Volunteers

Barb Godbout
Dave Godbout
Parker Griffin
George Grzyb
Steve Gunn
Kay Hanson
Phil Harvey
Mary Hazelton
Paul Hazelton
Debbie James
Jeanne Johnson
Joel Kasper
Jim Koch
Kitty Koch
Ira Krull
Roger LaFontaine
Lakes Region 
	 Conservation Corps
Andrea LaMoreaux
Barry Landers
Wendy Landers
Jason Langway
Roger LaRochelle
Lori Lerner
Tom Lockwood

Bob Martens
Beck McElroy
Donna McKinnon
Andy McLane
Steve McMahon
Ed McNierney
Kate McNierney
Tom McShane
Jan Metcalf
Les Mills
Rob Moore
Fiona Moran
Michael Moran
Jim Morse
Linda Morse
Lena Moser
Alice Mullen
Kevin Mullen
Pauline Nadeau
New Hampton School
Gerry Nogelo
Miles Nogelo
Michael Pasturello
Makenzie Pellissier
Susan Peterson

In Memory:
Les Mills

Les Mills, former NLRA trustee, 

exceptional volunteer, and valued 

community member passed away 

in November. There is not a part 

of Grey Rocks Conservation Area 

that hasn’t been shaped by Les. 

If you’ve walked a trail at Grey 

Rocks, enjoyed the scenery from 

a viewing platform, watched pol-

linators in our garden beds, or 

launched a boat from the kayak 

launch, you’ve benefited from his 

dedicated work as a steward of 

the property. Les has made Grey 

Rocks what it is today, and we 

will forever be grateful for his 

contributions.

Rob Pinsonneault
Catherine Pitari
Matt Rader
Laurie Randall
Cathy Redman
Dave Redman
Ellen Rousseau
Fred Ruoff
Kathryn Ruoff
Toby Sackton
Val Scarborough
Kim Sharp
Elena Sheldon
Suzanne Smith
Nancy Springer
Libby Thayers
Carole Tremonti
Carol Turcotte
Jeff Turcotte
George Tuthill
Jen Tuthill
Martha Twombly
Greg Wagner
Ken Weidman

Every part of Grey Rocks 
Conservation Area has 
been shaped by Les.

The State of the Lake: Water Quality Update
Newfound Lake continues to have ex-

cellent water quality. In 2022 we ob-
served lower pollutant levels and high water 
quality. This is likely in part due to several 
dry summers in recent years, without ma-
jor storms during the summer monitoring 
season. Summer rains, especially severe 
storms, increase stormwater flow, which 
brings sediment, nutrients, and other pol-
lutants to the lake.

Newfound’s water quality is measured 
on a weekly basis mid-May through Sep-
tember at seven long-term lake monitor-
ing sites. NLRA also measures tributary 

Water clarity is measured by lowering a black and white secchi disk into the water and recording the depth at which 
it can no longer be seen. High water clarity is an indicator of a clean, healthy lake. Sediment, algae, and plankton in 
the water column – all signs of nutrient pollution – cause water clarity to decline. Measurements of water clarity have 
averaged over 7 meters (25 feet) over the past 37 years, with the deepest measurement almost 11 meters (36 feet)!

health at 35 sites. Beginning in 2022, we 
added winter testing for chloride pollution 
to monitor the effect of winter salt use on 
watershed health. 

Long Term Trends
Newfound’s deepest point best represents 

long-term, lake-wide trends in water qual-
ity. Measurements at the “deep site” show 
declining water quality from the mid-1980s 
through the late 1990s, including a 4-meter 
(12-foot) decrease in average summer water 
clarity (see chart below). While it is difficult 
to directly attribute changing water quality 

in lake systems to specific environmental 
impacts, the connection between increasing 
development and declining water quality 
is well documented in scientific literature. 
Throughout the early 2000s data show a 
period of recovery, bringing water quality 
back to levels we observed in the 1980s, 
before being impacted by major storms like 
Tropical Storm Irene in 2011. 

For a deeper dive into the health of 
Newfound Lake, including current con-
ditions at each lake monitoring site, visit 
NewfoundLake.org/water-quality.
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Planned Giving is For Everyone!
A planned gift is any major gift made as part of a donor’s 

overall financial or estate planning. Whether you are 18 or 

88, making a planned gift to NLRA is an easy way to turn 

your values into an impactful legacy. It is also one of the 

most effective ways you can support our growing conser-

vation efforts.

A planned gift that is simple to execute: Beneficiary 

designation – Naming NLRA as the beneficiary of a 

retirement account, donor-advised fund, life insurance 

policy, or bank or brokerage account is a convenient 

way to plan a future gift and see potential estate and/

or income tax savings. The best part? It can take as little 

as five minutes through your financial account’s online 

portal.

The most popular planned gift: Bequests – A bequest in 

your will or trust costs you nothing now, but secures the 

long-range protection of everything you love about New-

found as a contribution to our endowed funds. A bequest 

of $2,500 generates $100 annually in perpetuity; a gift 

of $10,000 generates $400 annually! Your contribution is 

poised to make a huge difference for years to come.

More ways to give: You can make a planned gift of 

assets such as stock and appreciated securities, through 

your donor-advised fund or family foundation, and more. 

Visit NewfoundLake.org/planned-giving to review planned 

giving methods and benefits. 

Ready to make a planned gift? Use this information to 

designate a planned gift to NLRA.

	 Legal name: Newfound Lake Region Association

	 Address: 10 N Main St., Unit 1, Bristol, NH 03222

	 Federal tax ID#: 02-0398396

	 NLRA is a recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Have you already made a planned gift? We want 

to thank you! Please notify us of your intentions by 

emailing Audrey@NewfoundLake.org.

Clear Water Society members have committed to the future of Newfound by making a planned gift to NLRA. We 

thank them for their influential approach to conservation.

Jennifer and Tom Berry

Dick and Linda Beyer

Pete and Beth (Huntley) Cole

Margaret Depopolo

Kelly Dunn

Rebecca Hanson

Angeline Harger

Chris Keppelman and Jim Mulroy

Roger LaFontaine

Bud and Jinga Moore 

Rob and Laura Moore

Daniel Paradis

Leslie Sanderson

Val Scarborough

Andrew and Maura Veilleux

Audrey West

The Clear Water Society

Clear Water Society Portrait 
by Roger and Carol LaFontaine

We came to Newfound Lake in Oc-
tober of 1983 and instantly fell in 

love with the lake and the land and charm 
of the Hillside Inn. What a gorgeous prop-
erty! The day we passed papers and moved 
in, in January of 1984, the temperature was 
29 degrees below zero. We had to use ice 
scrapers on an uninsulated picture window, 
and we still loved it!

Since that day, when there were no lights 
on the hillsides, we have appreciated the 
stillness of the hills surrounding the lake. 
For many years we were here only on week-
ends, enjoying the lake in summer, foliage 
in the autumn, snow in winter, and daf-
fodils in the spring.

One summer at the Hebron Fair we rec-
ognized Phil and Betsy Twombly from time 
spent in Bedford, MA. Their enthusiasm 
for the preservation of the lake, including 
the Audubon properties Paradise Point and 
Ash Cottage, was contagious. There is a 

reason they received the Founders Award 
from NLRA in 2008. When we retired we 
became dedicated to all groups interested 
in the preservation and protection of our 
surroundings. It is a pleasure and a privilege 
to be able to support these groups. Please 
join us!

Over the years our family members 
have become aware of the benefits of the 
protected land around the lake—land 

conserved by summer camps, NLRA, NH 
Audubon, Wellington State Park, and 
more. Not many lakes have so much pro-
tected land. Our sons have joined us in sup-
porting NLRA, Camp Mayhew, and NH 
Audubon. Encourage your families to not 
only visit, but support the protection of our 
lake. You can start by gifting them NLRA 
memberships so that they will also receive 
information from NLRA. Planned gifts, 
large to small, can be a family incentive.

By actively communicating your interest 
to family, friends, and neighbors, you are 
cultivating that which protects our water-
shed. Trees are natural air conditioning, and 
carbon filters and water is the breath of life.

Roger and Carol have been active sup-
porters of NLRA for over 25 years. They 
are part of the Shore to Shore Society, 
the Leadership Circle, and, in 2022, they 
joined NLRA’s Clear Water Society by 
committing a planned gift. 
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The Need                                                                      
The conservation needs of Newfound are growing. Climate change and
increasing development have exacerbated decades-old challenges and spurred
new, emerging threats: stormwater pollution, toxic cyanobacteria, and invasive
aquatic species.
  

We can manage and mitigate these threats, but our success is determined by
the actions and support of our community. We must increase understanding
and stewardship of our land and water.

The Solution                                                                      
NLRA addresses each challenge Newfound faces on multiple levels, from
boots-on-the-ground conservation action to community-wide education and
outreach. A year-round conservation center at Grey Rocks will be the physical
space we need to broaden the scope of our current work and react swiftly to
new threats. It will unify the Newfound community behind our vision of a
healthy watershed and promote a culture of environmental awareness and
stewardship, ensuring a clean and healthy Newfound into the future.

The Challenge                                                                      
The lack of an adequate facility at Grey Rocks limits community participation
and conservation efforts on every front. We have no space that allows for fully
accessible exhibits and programming, scientific study, volunteer training, or
community gatherings. We manage Grey Rocks remotely, missing
opportunities to connect with visitors and delaying conservation work on the
property, on the lake, and throughout the watershed.

NLRA has transformed Grey Rocks Conservation Area from a marina
to a popular public recreation area offering trails, a boat launch,
scenic views, and wildlife habitat. Grey Rocks is also where NLRA
runs the majority of our growing educational programs and is our
lake access point for critical conservation work.

Grey Rocks Conservation Area

Our Vision
We envision a center for conservation
at Grey Rocks to serve the growing
needs of the watershed, the
community, and NLRA: a hub for
innovative watershed science, a
community gathering place for
collaboration, an educational space
for schools and visitors to increase
access to and understanding of our
natural resources, and an example of
sustainable development. It will
showcase leadership in watershed
conservation, provide a physical
space for the community to interact
with our natural environment, and
ultimately advance the protection of
Newfound Lake and its watershed.

GET INVOLVED!
Help shape the future of Grey Rocks and local

conservation by completing our community survey.

NewfoundLake.org/community-survey

Further questions can be directed to
Executive Director Rebecca Hanson:
Rebecca@NewfoundLake.org
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$250-$499
Mary Nell Allen
John and Katherine Barry
David and Elizabeth Beach
Jennifer and Tom Berry
Louis and Camille Bertolami
Thomas Bisett, MD
David and Mavis Brittelli 
David and Ann Bulk 
Virginia Burke
Philip and June Burrows 
Chet and Mary Butcher
Maureen Canniff 
Matt Cappello
Paul and Carolyn Clark 
Paul and Patricia Clemente
Margaret and Al Collins
Jan and Ron Collins 
Keith and Deborah Congdon
John and Kathleen Connolly 
Doreen and Tony Correnti
Mary and Francis Crane
Todd and Patricia Davis
Joseph and Helen Decosta
Alan and Denice DeStefano
Sharon and Peter Devine
Karen Dixon
Ingeborg Eddy 
Jennifer Egsgard and Ashvin Malkani
Susan Emerson 
John and Jill Erickson
Bill and Linnea Everett 
Lois and Todd Fahey
Richard and Mauria Falcone 
Stephen Finn
Bob and Lynn Flayhart
Jessica Franklin
Joe and Allison Gaiko
Elizabeth Gemmill
Yves and Judith Guerard 
P.T. and Jane Hart 
Philip and Elizabeth Hawkins 
Hebron Area Women’s Group
Patrice Henry
Charles Hicks
Richard and Deborah James
Skip Joseph
Barbara Karner
Thomas and Lynn Katon
Mitchell and Anna King
Jonathan and Brenda Ladd
Dr. Kimberly J. Kuehl-Lamb and Tom Lamb
William and Donna Luti
John and Margaret McDonagh
Kelley and Joe McGowan
Tom and Fran McKinnon
Peter and Mary Miller
Curtis and Abigail Mooney
Tom and Mary Moore
Wayne and Marty Morrill
Linda and Jim Morse 
Kevin and Alice Mullen
Joe and Susan Murphy
Robert and Deborah Murray

Matthew and Joanne Naimie 
Hoard and Judith Naugle
William and Margaret Naumes
Nicole Newman
Carl and Melissa Nordstrom
Elinor and Sarah Olken
Elaine and Frances Pagliaro 
Palmer Ruoff Family 
Laura and Mark Parisi
Marilyn Passanisi and Mary Worthen 
Blair and Hillary Peterson
Robert and Patricia Pinkard
Dave and Pam Plankey
Tim and Liz-Anne Platt 
Ivan and Barbara Quinchia
Jane and Michael Quinn 
Matt and Elissa Rader
Bob and Leigh Radimer 
Enzo and Nancy Rebula
John Rohlfs and Madelyn Zera
Ronald and Deborah Russ
Dana and Karen Ruzicka
David Schamp and Mary Beth Muscara
Elizabeth Seeler 
Paul and Jamyn Sheff 
Michael and Christine Shusterman
Robert Skole
Suzanne Smith
Max and Helga Stamp
Steve Stewart
Elizabeth Sycamore
Ed and Cathy Taglieri
Elaine Towle
James and Rosemary Tuite
Stephen and Lauren Vallarelli
George and Ann Vernet
Jane and James Webster
Paul and Elizabeth Wilson

$100-$249
Dean Abruzzio and Julie Salamone
Jeanine Achin
Elroy and Marie Alderink
Jean Allard
Heide and John Allen
Judith Anderson
Eric and Joanne Andrews
Kyle and Hannah Aprea
Stephen and Leslie Aprea
Gale Aronson and Sam Hawkes
Armand and Janice Auger
Julie and David August
Lynne Avery
Dick and Diane Baker
Louis Balducci
Sharon and Jason Baldwin
Bradley Family Newfound Trust
Alan and Janice Barnard
Andrew and Anne Bartlett
Michael and Paula Bartosiak
Jane Bartter
Karen and Paul Bemis
Gordon and Christa Bennett
Philip and Charlotte Bernini

Don Berry
Scott Bertolami
Gregory and Diane Bielski
Kathy and Jeff Bird
John and Barbara Bishop
George and Marilyn Blaisdell
Bette Bohlke-O’Gara
Barbara and Harold Bosco
Anne and Arthur Bosley
Joe and Dawn Boyer
Lori and Dave Bresnahan
Vincent Broderick
Robert Brodeur
James and Martha Brogan
Jane Brown and Frank Simeone
Peter Brown
Merrill Bryant
Judy and Todd Buck
Arthur and Diana Burdette
David and Kathleen Burke
Rain Burns
Michelle Butler
William and Janis Byrd
John and Karen Byrne
Heather Huckins and Craig Cadieux
Anthony and Janet Caliri
Frances Cantelli and Tom Fitzgerald
Michael and Alison Carey
Scott Carman
Austin and Barbara Carpenter
George Carr
Dennis and Linda Cashman
Pat and Becky Cassidy
Paul Catanzaro and Marygrace O’Horo-
Catanzaro
Thomas and Julia Cates
Marni Centor
Wes and Sue Chadwick
Peter Chamberas and Alexia Silva
Barbara Ciaraldi
Frank and Linda Cirurso
Maxine Clough
Burt and Barbara Cohen
Robert Colella
David and Betty Collins
Nancy Conner
Jessica Cook and Scott McCullough
Peter and Carolyn Cordeiro
Paul Corrigan
Michael Coscia
Eileen Cotter
Dale and Lucy Crane
Sarah Crane and Sam Gough
Leslie Cregg-Hyder
Courtney Cronin
Rich Dauber
Donna and Rick Delancey
Maureen and Robert Deluca
Diane DeMers and Dave Ballantine
Dr. Laurence, Susan, Chris, Marc and 	
	 Andrew Demers
Michele DeMers
Rob and Cathy Denious
Robert and Patricia DeNoble

Mary Ann Derynioski
Kelly and Greg DeVivo
Leslie Dickey
Nancy Dineen
Christina and Gary Divelbiss
Peter Doerner
Eileen Doherty
Stephen and Lauren Donovan
Bruce and Nancy Dorner
Nancy and Bill Dowey
Jeff and Jacqueline Downing
John Driscoll
Pamela Drypolcher
Paul Dustin
Geoffrey and Maureen Emerson
Jamie and Melissa Emery
Caroline and Peter Exford
Paul Falzarano and Patricia Church
Trish Farrell
Michael and Susan Fenlon
Bruce and Carolyn Field
Victor and Kathleen Field
Richard and Annette Finn
James and Patricia Finnegan
Regena Fitchett
James and Francine Fletcher
Valerie and John Flieger
William Flynn
Amanda Folsom and Christopher Cullinan
Robert Foster and Mike Gillis
Joyce Fraitzl
Leslie and William Frazier
Jeff Frost and Kathleen Quinn
Meredith Funston
Paul Gagnon and Yvonne La-Garde
Ray Gagnon
James and Susan Geraghty
Enrico and Patricia Ghelli
Sharrol and Michael Gianatassio
Thomas Gilligan
Barbara and Frank Goodick
Larry and Deborah Goodman
Peter and Jo Goodwin
Lawrence and Kay Graff
Kevin and Judy Gray
Kevin and Amy Greeley
Mark and Louise Greenwood
Ted and Mary Haines
Charles Hall
Mary Hall
Bob and Kay Hanson
Mary Hardiman
Wayne and Barbara Harding
Monica Hart
Phil Harvey
Ray and Karyn Hendrickson
Sarah Hopkins
Gail Howell
Nicholas Ilyadis
Walter Jacobs
William Janes
Linda Jansen
Margaret and Richard Janusz
Anthony and Deborah Jarosz

Thank You to Our Supporters
We are grateful for your support of our work to protect Newfound’s clean, clear water and green forested hills. 
Thank you!

Bold blue text indicates Shore to Shore Society members, our longest-giving donors, who have included NLRA 
in their charitable giving for 15 years or more. Italicized green text indicates our newest members, who made 
their first gift to NLRA in 2022.

$25,000 and Greater
Andy and Linda McLane
Anonymous
The Charles Foundation, Inc. 
Dunn Family Charitable Foundation

$10,000-24,999
Butler and Lois Lampson
Timothy and Lisa McGrath
Ben and Shani McLane
Selina Rossiter and Sandy Colhoun

$5,000-$9,999
William Bayers	
Russell and Nancy Blair 
Kelly Dunn 
James Fitts	
Steve and Cheryl Jonas 
Liisa Nogelo and Doug Kerr
Jim and Sally Vanicek 

$2,500-$4,999
Mark and Dana Belland	
Bill and Nancy Brady
Herb and Rosemary D’Arcy 
Parker Griffin and Camille Bharucha	
Thomas Jones and Betty Mobbs	
Ryan and Lauren Martens
Ed and Kate McNierney	
Valerie Scarborough 
Shelter Hill Foundation 	
Jim and Gillian Van Schaick 	
Dylan and Jamie Welsh 

$1,000-$2,499
Michael Asay 
Patricia Bannan
Todd and Andrea Bates
William and Jean Beebe
Richard and Linda Beyer
George and Nancy Bolln

Jerry and Eleanor Bowe
Bill and Annette Bryce
Deborah and Bruce Cummings
Daniel P Hagerman Foundation
Margaret DePopolo
Donald and Martha Dolben
Nancy and Thomas Dziki
Alexandra Edsall and Robert Victor
Roger and Patty Emerson
James Graff
Adele Grunberg and Kenneth Nellis
Sylvia Hampton
David and Anne Hardy
Richard and Heather Hart
Eric and Rebecca Herr
Cynthia and John Hilson
John K Gemmill Fund
Leonard and Beth Jolles
Jane Kendall
James King
Roger and Carol LaFontaine
Lori and Jim Lerner
Hope Lomas
Joseph and Lisa Marie Mancini
Robert and Martha Marshall
Robert and Susan Martens
Martin W. Richard Charitable Foundation
Cinda McKinney
Tucker and Natalya McLane 
Susan and Douglas McLane 
Stephen McMahon and Grace Freije 
Robinson and Laura Moore 
Bill and Connie Nobles
Barbara Peirce
Cathy and Keith Pippard
Peter and Ellen Rawlings 
Steven and Pauline Re
Blake and Michelle Robbins
Sharon Rohlfs 
Cynthia Rooke
Leslie Sanderson and Robert Ziegel

Ileana Saros 
Bonnie Shope and David Byter
Dianna Sullivan 
Julie and Phil Taub
David Toebes and Betty Rafferty
Carole Tremonti
Martha Twombly and Mark Coulson
Susan Watts
Ken Weidman 

$500-$999
Robert and Gail Arcieri
John Arnold
Glen Aspeslagh
John Beard 
John and Carrie Bennett
Rick and Carole Binder
Joseph Boucher
Karen Boyd 
Anne Bryan
Kennett Burnes
Tom and Diane Butcher
Mario Capozzoli
Dave and Roz Carlson 
Agnes Czibulka and Michael Jager
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MOVING OUTSIDE
Cont’d from p. 1

tracks or bird prints by my students.” Deir-
dre sees her students gathering data about 
the ecosystem, developing their skills of 
observation, and becoming experts in their 
environments.

For NLRA, partnering with Danbury 
Elementary is an opportunity to foster the 
next generation of environmental stewards; 
for DES, it’s a chance to expand the experi-
ence of students. There was broad support 
for a DES partnership with NLRA. “They 
provide our students with a new perspec-
tive and lens into the world,” says principal 
Norma Ross. 

The concepts students practice with 
Mirka enhance and build upon their class-
room learning. When they create a graph 
of tree growth or compare the relative areas 
of two paw prints, when they ask questions 
about what they see and weigh the value of 
different answers, students apply academic 
skills in new ways and realize the value of 
math, language, and critical thinking across 
subjects and in their everyday lives.

Scientist, Conservationist,  
Community Member

Mirka remembers the exact moment she 
realized she could be a scientist. “I was an 
adult volunteering on a conservation project 
and one of the lead researchers sent me out 
to track an animal on my own. As I collect-
ed that data point, I realized that scientists 
weren’t different people, they were people 
with different training and experiences. 
With training, I could be a scientist too.” 

The collaboration between NLRA and 
DES also helps students recognize that sci-
ence and conservation are open to them. “I 
hope teaching the students a love of nature 
at a young age will turn into many careers in 
conservation, biology, or the environmental 
sciences and the like,” said Deirdre. From 
fueling exciting careers to cultivating well-
informed community members, fostering 
environmental literacy is a lifelong invest-
ment in the ecosystems of our backyards 
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and beyond. It supports the long-term 
conservation of the Newfound area and 
prepares students for the many ways they 
will influence the world around them.

Stewards of the Future
The Newfound Watershed faces seri-

ous challenges. Part of gaining a sense for 
the local ecosystem is the realization that 
there are threats to its sustainability. “This 
education has clued students in to climate 
awareness and the environmental changes 
they can now begin to identify,” says DES 
Principal Ross. Newfound’s clean, clear 
water and green forests depend on the 

Connecting with local schools is part of NLRA’s initiative to increase environmental 
literacy.

next generation, and NLRA is planting 
the seed. If today’s third graders grow up 
knowing that Newfound’s natural resources 
are worth protecting, and that they have the 
tools to do the job, we are that much closer 
to realizing our vision of a healthy, resilient 
watershed far into the future.

NLRA offers ecology and watershed sci-
ence programs to schools, daycare centers, 
summer camps, community groups, and 
more. To request a program or learn about 
more ways to engage with environmental 
education in the Newfound Watershed visit 
NewfoundLake.org or email Mirka Zaple-
tal: Mirka@NewfoundLake.org

Experian
Experience Newfound
FM Global Foundation
Funspot
Geeklender
Hub66
Imagine
Innisfree Bookshop
Ippolito’s Furniture
Jane Pappe, Artist
Jeremy Hiltz Excavating
JPS Industries
Kellie’s Grooming
Many Trails, LLC
New England Forestry Consultants
Newfound Maintenance
Peter Brown & Sons Furniture
Plymouth Ski and Sports
Renaissance Florals
Riverview Artisans
Roche Realty Group
Squam Lakes Science Center
Styles by Julie
The Henry Whipple House
The Mayhew Program
The Purple Pit
Weaver Family Associates
Your Favorite Decorator

$1-$99
Cardigan Mountain Soapworks
Danbury Country Store
Gina’s Place
Hannaford Supermarkets
Hart’s Turkey Farm
Idle-A-While Antiques & Ice Cream
Michael Sharp Enterprises, LLC
Newfound Pet Center
Shackett’s Supermarket
Shear Definition
Squam Lakes Association

Homeowner Associations

$500-$1,000
Stone Gate Acres Association
Whittemore Improvement Association
Whittemore Shores Condo Association

$250-$499
Clubhouse Maintenance Association
Red Fox Village Property Owners Inc.
Bridgewater Hills Assoc.

$100-$249
Camelot Acres Residents Assoc.
Camp Greenwood Estates
Don Gerry Condos

Newfound Boat Club Unit
	 Owner’s Association
Shackett’s Landing
Spruce Woodlands
Wagon Wheel Condo Association
Westview Estates Association

Towns
Town of Hebron
Town of Bristol
Town of Alexandria
Town of Bridgewater
Town of Groton

Note: 
If you notice an error or omission, 
please submit a correction to: Audrey 
West, (603) 744-8689, Audrey@
NewfoundLake.org.

Corrections from 
our recognition 
of 2021 supporters:
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Miles and Gerry Nogelo

$1-$99
Paul and Sue DeBassio

The Association continues to be in a 
very strong financial position. Our 

audited fiscal year end of 9/30/2022 once 
again had an unqualified opinion (the best 
available) and showed net positive results 
of $337,209, principally from contributions 
to a new endowment fund created in honor 
of departing president Rob Moore. This 
fund, along with the rest of the endow-
ment, contributes 4% annually to support 
our operations. While we are very fortunate 
to have this endowment, it doesn’t replace 
the annual support we need from contribu-
tors, as the endowment covers just 12% of 
our annual budget. The careful attention to 
how we use your contributions means that 
continuing to support NLRA to protect 
Newfound Lake is a great investment!

Even though 2022 was a difficult year 

Annual Message from the Treasurer
by Jim Fitts, Treasurer

in the financial markets and the endow-
ment did lose value, as of 12/31/2022 your 
Association had $1,935,310 in total assets, 
including cash, investments and land, and 
only $3,309 in liabilities. We changed our 
fiscal year end so have started a new ac-
counting year as of January 1st, and are very 
well positioned for what’s ahead. NLRA 
is growing and expanding its programing 
as you’ve seen in the regular newsletters 
we produce. This will continue in 2023 as 
major new initiatives are announced. This 
future is exciting and will benefit all our 
members and every resident and visitor 
who enjoys the lake and surrounding area. 
Thank you for all you do in support of this 
work and keeping NLRA an increasingly 
important voice in the careful stewardship 
of our lake. 

Thanks to the generous support of the 
Newfound community, NLRA continues 
to be in a very strong financial position.
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